
Intheaccompanyingphoto,themodelisdisplaying
TRXAnti-FogComposition,aninexpensive
preparationthatpreventscondensationof moistureon
plasticandglasswithoutharmingthesurfacesof such
materials.ManufacturedbyTracerChemicalCompany,
Tampa,Florida,it hasavarietyof applications--for
example,fogpreventionfor eyeglasses,skigoggles,
skin-divingmasks,carwindows,bathroommirrors,
cameralensesandhelmetfaceshieldswornby
firefightersor motorcyclists.

ThecompoundwasoriginallydevelopedbyJohnson
SpaceCenter(JSC)to barfogformationonastronaut
helmetvisorsandspacecraftwindows.Thebasic
compositionincludesaliquiddetergent,deionized
waterandanoxygen-compatiblefireresistantoil.

Startedin 1980asaspecialtycompanyproviding
chemicalproductsfor thelawenforcement
community,TracerChemicalsoughtto broadenits
productline.CompanypresidentHarryL.Humphrey
learnedoftheJSCcompoundthroughTech Briefs, a
NASA publication intended to advise potential users
of NASA technologies available for transfer.
Humphrey subsequently obtained a NASA license for
manufacture and marketing of the compound and
started production in 1981.

Tracer Chemical markets the product under its own
label and with the "house brand" labels of other

customers. The company has developed a strong
customer base in the United States and has found

additional markets in the United Kingdom, Japan,
Norway and Taiwan. The company reports that its
sales of TRX Anti-Fog Composition have provided
expansion capital and encouraged the company to
look for new opportunities for licensed manufacture
of other NASA-developed technologies.
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